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PROCESS FOR MANAGING THE PAYMENT OF PARKING CHARGES. 
VALIDATION VOUCHER AND VERIFICATION TERMINAL FOR THIS 

PAYMENT 

Technical field 

The present invention concerns a process for 
managing the payment of parking charges, a validation 
voucher and a verification terminal for this payment. 

Prior art 

At the present time the means employed to settle 
parking charges are based on pay and display machines 
which issue to the driver, in return for an immediate 
and full cash payment, a ticket indicating the parking 
entitlement end time. The driver leaves this ticket in 
view behind his windscreen. Officials responsible for 
verifying the correct payment of the charges may then 
validate, during their rounds, the parking of the 
vehicle. However for the city of Paris, some pay and 
display machines offer settlement by prepaid card, 
which is debited of the amount of parking time 
required. 

The use of pay and display machines for paying 
parking charges has the following drawbacks: 

- The driver must have small change to pay the 
charge due. 

" The driver must know precisely and in advance 
the length of time he will be parked. If he has wrongly 
estimated this period of time he has to return to his 
vehicle, or run the risk of having to pay a fine. 

- For the driver the parking charge payment 
procedure is complex and, for the town council, there 
are significant losses of profits in respect of non- 
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''English translation of amended sheets of International 
Preliminary Report" 

pa^nsTt, part±n.i1.arly giwi tine pcencas jitplicaticns for the dcrvec 

- Ebc the town oxrrdl, tine rtBragaieiL cf a signifLcant stock of ucban str^ 
fLombarB s±gect to weatinea: cicrage and to iralicdajs acdm arising fcan tine ocdns 
1^3t in the itadnines. This ^rck Is, rosoyer, veicy sansitiue to ncrtifirRtians in 
cntnags> and is in no vi^ ac^^bad to tine fbddxxnning ELitd oains. 

Bepiscnrg ccdn cpeisted p®^ and di^ay rradndrfis in tine city of Bads ky cacd 
q-Bratred pey and display rradnines doss not eLdrninate tine p^no:!: access pixblHtB, 
sincB the ddL«er has eueay dnancB cf not hawing a pa:^aid csn± a best case scsosrio 
vcuM s^ the drirer carcying pas-paid cards cn a r^ilar basis^ but tinere always 
cares a time vhai tine aroint ZHiaining is insoEBcLsnt; at vost the dri^or is 
uneware cf how soda iradnines ogecate. 

Ite py r p^ of tine passant inrantim is tinerefixe to fedJltate dnho: ao33ss 
to paiddng dnar^ pBynB±:. 

A dxutent of the pricr art, IB patent 5 905 247, d=yrrihes a parking dnacge 
pepant cotml sysban vhich indkrtes a register cf peaking .dnarj^ ocrfcaining 
infbsaxatim canaerning cne cr hdcb ^^iLdes fer vhich a paridng char^ psp^itont is 
iTKfe, a cfewicB jSx iifeti^dng eadi ^;dnicle indkdirg a \;dnicle oxfe, for e^stple a 
bar cafe affibsd to the ^;^niGle windscreQi, vhidi rn^ be read fcy means of a axtroL 
cferioe and such a ccntroL cfevice allcwdng at one and the sanre tine the ^icle cocfe 
to be read aitoaldcally, fer osnple cpdjcally, a cxxtxdL request message cntaining 
tine "vdnkile ocxfe to be tranarittBd to tine parking dnarge XBgLster, and an infcfmat±n 
iress^ oancBEning the patent or rrr^pB^irBit cf tine paiddng dBrge to be jscshad. 

ni?=clc6ure cf tine irReifcim 

Ihe pcesant ins^eritdai cmoems a pgccess fix nanaging tine paynErt cf parkirg 
dBiges in a gi^^oi geograghical aisa fix a user cf at least cne Allele, 
dnaradedssd in that it indirtes the feUowing stages: 

- Ub isec gpes to an ^psT^d paint to sliscribe to a vLrtual p^ and 
di^ilsy seram vhesB he airpO^^ a s±scripticn fimv vjnerB he par^^ricfes partiailars 
c£ his bank axcucL, and vhere he leaei^yes an ID in two parts: cn tine cne hand a 
sdcter rrn p r igin g sn cpHcal cDcfer cn the other a hid:fei secrd: oocfe; 

- he ixmos his secaKt cede, 

- he afSses the stdciter to tine vdix fa ami cf a said ^inlfi. 
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'^English Translation of amended sheets of International 
Preliminary Report" 

when said user parks a said vehicle at a 
location within a geographical area covered by the 
virtual time pay and display service, he keys in on a 
telephone terminal ^ pre-set telephone server access 
number, he authenticates himself with this server by 
giving a -coded ID corresponding to the optical code, he 
keys in the secret code, he indicates the prospective 
parking end time, and he validates his instruction. 

The user may program another parking end time by 
accessing the telephone server, by keying in its pre- 
set access number. 

The user may also request, by mail, certification 
of his payment - 

To advantage the optical code is a bar code. The 
user receives an ID in the form of a voucher in two 
parts: the first forming the sticker, the second 
containing the secret code. The sticker may be a self- 
adhesive sticker, or be made of a -material, such as 
paper or card, allowing the user to insert the sticker 
into a transparent pocket fixed on the windscreen of a 
said vehicle. The secret code may be a secret scratch 
code on the second part of the voucher. 

The official responsible for verifying the correct 
payment of the parking charges uses an optical reader 
allowing the optical code applied on the windscreen of 
a vehicle to be read, this reading being transmitted by 
means of a mobile telephone to the telephone server 
which verifies the payment of the parking charge for 
the ID concerned. To advantage an optical or sound 
signal emitted by the mobile telephone warns the 
official responsible for verification in the event of 
invalid parking. 
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The invention also concerns the parking charge 
payment voucher characterised in that it includes two 
parts, the first forming a sticker comprising an 
optical code, which may be a bar code, the second 
5 containing a secret code. This voucher may be made of 
any material, such as paper or card, such that the user 
may insert it into a transparent pocket fixed on the 
windscreen of a vehicle. The secret code may be a 
secret scratch code. The sticker may also be a self- 
10 adhesive sticker . 

The invention also concerns a parking charge 
payment verification terminal characterised in that it 
includes a mobile telephone connected to an optical 
reader. 

15 Implementing the process of the invention 

modifies : 

- parking charge payment means, by introducing 
direct debit technology; 

- means employed by town councils to recover 
20 parking charges by replacing physical pay and display 

machines by voice servers acting as virtual pay and 
display machines; 

- means available to officials checking vehicle 
parking entitlement validity by providing them with a 

25 read and communication tool. 

The process of the invention makes it possible to 
facilitate user access to parking charge payment by 
means particularly of: 

- payment instruction for subsequent withdrawal 
30 from a bank account, which eliminates the need for 

immediate payment means; 
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- payment instruction access not associated with 
the place of parking, which allows the user an 
unstressed management of his parking time; 

- homogeneity of the payment means, which allows 
the user to take advantage of the accessibility of 
parking charge payment, even while moving around 
outside . 

This process of the invention allows, moreover, 
town councils to be given the means to manage parking 
charge payments in a more flexible way. 

- by cutting back on costly to maintain equipment 
(the pay and display machines) , a fact which for town 
councils brings a reduction in their operational costs 
by eliminating opportunities for vandalism and coin 
collection costs; 

by independently implementing coin format 
changes, which will in particular allow town councils 
to cut their Euro conversion costs; 

- by removing causes of non-payment generated by 
impossible access to payment; the user not having 
enough coins available to pay the parking charge, a 
physical handicap restricting his mobility, etc. 

Brief description of the drawings 

Figure 1 shows the different means involved in the 
process of the invention. 

Figure 2 shows the dialogue between the user and 
the pay and display telephone server, according to the 
process of the invention. 

Figure 3 shows a voucher which a user may receive 
during his subscription to the virtual pay and display 
service . 
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Figure 4 shows the verification of the proper 
payment of parking charges in the process of the 
invention . 

Figure 5 shows an example of an embodiment of the 
5 payment verification terminal. 

Detailed disclosure of embodiments 

The present invention is intended for drivers or 
users who wish to be able to park a vehicle at a 

10 parking place subject to a parking charge, for example 
on a time basis, which the driver has to settle 
immediately and in full for a limited time period. 

In the process of the invention the user goes in a 
first instance to the town hall or to any approved 

15 point to subscribe to a virtual pay and display 
service, where he completes a subscription form, where 
he provides particulars of his bank account so that the 
payment may be made by direct debit, and is given in 
exchange an ID in two parts: on the one hand a sticker 

20 comprising an optical code, on the other a secret code. 

As shown in figure 1, the subscriber user 10 then 
affixes said sticker 11 to a vehicle 12. When 
subsequently he parks at a location 13 where a charge 
is levied, in any geographical area covered by the 

25 system, all he has to do to pay his parking charge is 
to key in a given freephone number, from any kind of 
telephone 14 (payphone, mobile phone or fixed phone) . 

This free access number to a pay and display 
telephone server 15 is conveyed specifically by local 

30 switching 16 connected to the town hall so that access 
can be given to the pay and display server of this town 
council. When the user is travelling in other towns, 
the same access number connects him to the pay and 
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display telephone server of the town council concerned 
by the parking and not of the original town council 
where the service was subscribed to. 

When this number, which for reasons of ease of use 
5 may be a short number, has been keyed in, a voice 
server asks him to authenticate himself (coded bar code 
ID) and to key in a secret code, then asks him the 
prospective parking end time after showing him the 
current charge in the geographical area concerned. Once 
10 the user has validated his instruction, the direct 
debit can be applied to his bank account 17. 

This is the dialogue shown in figure 2 between the 
user and the pay and display telephone server. 

If, subsequently, the user realises that he cannot 
15 return to his vehicle before the time expires, he may 
program another parking end time, again by accessing 
the voice server by keying in the freephone number. The 
user may, subsequently, request by mail certification 
of his payment. 

20 In an advantageous embodiment example shown in 

figure 3, the ID is given in the form of a voucher 20 
in two parts: on the one hand a sticker 21, comprising 
a bar code, to be affixed to the windscreen of his 
vehicle or of one of his vehicles, on the other hand a 

25 secret scratch code 22. 

The sticker 21 may be a self-adhesive sticker, or 
be a sticker, which can be inserted into a transparent 
pocket fixed on the windscreen of a vehicle. This 
sticker may be associated with a vehicle or with a 

30 driver. In the latter case it may be used for several 
vehicles, which is possible by using a sticker which 
may be inserted into several pockets. 
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As shown in figure 4, the officials responsible 
for verifying the correct payment of parking charges 
have at their disposal a mobile terminal 31 linked to 
an optical reader 32, which allows them to read the bar 
code 11 applied on the windscreen of the vehicle 12. 
This reading is transmitted via the mobile terminal 31 
to the pay and display server 15, which verifies the 
payment of the parking charge in respect of the ID 
concerned, A signal, for example a sound or light 
signal, emitted by the mobile warns the official 
responsible for verification in the event of invalid 
parking . 

The pay and display telephone server 15 has 
sufficient capacities to establish a dialogue with the 
user 10 in order to receive his ID and secret code, to 
take into account any credit corresponding to this ID, 
to provide the user 10 with the parking charge hourly 
amount, to guide the user 10 so that he is able to 
enter a coherent parking end time, to calculate the 
amount to be debited as a function of the possible 
credit, to indicate the amount to the user 10, and to 
send the direct debit instruction to a bank account 
corresponding to the ID. This server must also be able 
to communicate with the mobile terminals 31 of the 
officials responsible for verification so as to receive 
the optically read IDs which are transmitted to it and 
to monitor the credit associated with an ID before 
returning a positive or negative acknowledgement to the 
terminal of a said official. 

As shown in figure 5, the verification terminal 31 
may be composed of a mobile telephone connected to an 
optical bar code reader 32. In this way a mobile 
telephone operating under the GSM standard may be used. 
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equipped on one of its faces with an optical receiver. 
When the device is put on line, it may be directly 
connected to the pay and display telephone server 
without the official needing to key in a number. For 
example without keying in numbers in the three seconds 
after getting on line^ the pay and display telephone 
server access number reserved for officials may be 
keyed in automatically. The official is then able to 
point the optical reader at the bar code of a vehicle 
being inspected. The information picked up (the ID) is 
transmitted via the mobile telephone to the pay and 
display telephone server and the verification device 
awaits from the server a positive or negative 
acknowledgement. The server then consults the parking 
end time corresponding to this ID before sending a 
negative acknowledgement in the event of invalidity. In 
the event of negative acknowledgement the verification 
device emits a sound or light signal. 

Example of an advantageous embodiment 

In one embodiment example the characteristics of 
the invention are as follows: 

Voucher 20 

The voucher has the following characteristics: 

- it is made up of two distinct parts: one (the 
sticker) , which is to be affixed to the windscreen, 
comprises a bar code; the other, which is to be cut 
off, bears a secret code hidden by a substance which 
may be scratched off ; 

- the voucher is made of thick paper, the first 
part is about 7 cm long and 4 cm wide, the second part 
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is a 4 cm sided square, the background is white and the 
ink is for example black; 

- the voucher is issued with one or more self- 
adhesive pockets into which the first part for affixing 
to the windscreen may be slipped; thus, the voucher is 
not stuck to the windscreen and may be affixed to the 
windscreen of any vehicle provided there is an 
appropriately sized self-adhesive pocket available. 

Pay and display server 15 

The pay and display server is a commercially 
available telephone server having at least the 
following capacities: 

- a connection to the telephone network of the T2 
or equivalent type allowing up to several dozen calls 
to be processed every second; 

- a database containing one table per subscriber; 
the key to this table is the ID (which is found on the 
voucher as a figure for the user and as a bar code for 
the official responsible for verification) ; the other 
fields are the subscriber name, his secret code, his 
address, possibly his bank account number and the 
current credit; 

- an intelligent peripheral function to provide 
voice announcements. 

This server may be installed in the premises of 
the town council managing the parking charges. 

The switches of the public network (fixed and 
mobile) allow the server access code (a four-digit 
number of the 3609 type identical throughout the 
country) to be translated into the number of the server 
actually present in the area they cover. Charging for 
calls to the server is left to operator choice in 
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compliance with the regulatory framework. However, the 
invention is especially advantageous in that the user 
is not charged for a call to the server. 

5 Verification terminal 31 

The official responsible for verification has at 
his disposal a verification device able to read bar 
codes and establish a communication with the pay and 
display server. This device is constituted by coupling 
10 a bar code reader with a GSM terminal. 

Subscription 

The invention is intended for the public at large 
and must benefit from a distribution mode which is very 

15 far reaching (tobacconists, Telecom shops, town 
council, supermarkets, etc.) and very straightforward 
(providing particulars of one's bank account and some 
evidence of home address in return for the provision of 
the voucher which can be used immediately since the 

20 direct debit instructions issued by the server in real- 
time are processed after the event, therefore after 
registration of the driver name and address details) . 

The user provides particulars of his bank account 
and some evidence of his home address and completes a 

25 subscription form. The distributor gives him the 
voucher and self-adhesive pockets. The user scratches 
his secret code and affixes the bar code part of the 
voucher in a pocket to his windscreen. The distributor 
transmits the file (bank account particulars, evidence, 

30 form) to the telecommunications operator who undertakes 
to record the subscriber's data in all the pay and 
display servers he has installed. 
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Payment modes 

Two modes of payment may be used in accordance 
with banking agreements: 

" automatic monthly direct debit grouping together 
all the direct debit instructions issued, in the month, 
by the server for a same ID; 

- monthly invoice sent to the user (the subscriber 
name) grouping together the amount of all the direct 
debit instructions issued, in the month, by the server 
for a same ID. 

In both cases, the server issues a direct debit 
instruction (a ticket including the date and time of 
the instruction, the date and parking end time 
requested, the amount of the charge to be directly 
debited and the ID concerned) , for each call which has 
involved parking charges to be directly debited. The 
direct debit instruction tickets may also serve as 
evidence to be sent to the user at his request. 

Parking 

The subscriber user may park in any of the parking 
places managed by a town council using the invention, 
in other words parking places along streets or in 
parking areas without taking action to settle charges. 

Payment Instruction 

The user of a vehicle fitted with a sticker (even 
if he is not the subscriber user as long as knows the 
secret code) may settle his parking charges by 
telephone (mobile, payphone, fixed telephone) . He may 
add parking time in the same way (the server then takes 
account of the remaining credit to establish the new 
amount to be paid) . 



SP 16781-C-DB 



13 



Decrement of the remaining credit 

Every minute, the server reduces the credit of 
each parked vehicle for which the parking charge has 
been paid via the invention (as a function of the rate 
5 per minute) • No action is taken when the remaining 
credit returns to zero. 

Verification by official 

The officials responsible for verification of the 

10 correct payment of parking charges have at their 
disposal a GSM terminal linked to a bar code reader 
which they apply, as they do their rounds verifying the 
bar codes of vehicles parked in areas where a charge is 
levied (if these do not otherwise have a ticket 

15 provided by a physical pay and display machine) . 

On getting on line on the GSM terminal, if the 
official does not key in a number within three seconds, 
the terminal connects via a permanent logic connection 
to the server. As soon as a bar code is read, the data 

2 0 packet corresponding to the ID is sent to the server 
which then consults its database and sends back a sound 
alarm signal if the parking end time is exceeded for 
the vehicle being monitored. 

The different stages in the process of the 

25 invention are, then, disclosed below, each stage being 
constituted by a user action, a server process and 
response via a voice announcement (if the user hangs up 
before validation, the operation does not issue a 
direct debit instruction) . 



User action 


Access server (3609) 


Server process 


Translate number 

Communicate with the server of the relevant 

Town Council 
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Server 
response 


Request authentication 




User action 


Authenticate (ID + secret code) 


Server process 


Access database to load the table 
corresponding to the ID provided 
Verify secret code 


Server 
response 


I f code 
correct, 
indicate 
cost per 
hour and 
request 
required end 
time 


If code wrong, 
announce code 
incorrect and 
request 

authentication 
(up to three 
times before 
code blocked) 


If ID non- 
existent, 
announce ID 
non-existent 
and request 
authentication 



User action 


Enter end time (in 4 figures, 2 for the 
hours between 00 and 23 and 2 for the 
minutes between 00 and 59) 


Server process 


Verify time format 

Calculate end time in minutes 

Calculate current time in minutes 

Calculate charge amount using the formula: 

Amount ={end time-current time) *rate per 

minute-remaining credit 


Server 
response 


If time valid, 
restate end time and 
indicate cost to be 
debited following 
validation, then 
request validation 
or cancellation 
(repeated following 
any correct action 
of the user) 


If time invalid, 
announce way to enter 
time and request 
required end time to 
be entered 
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User action 


Validate (press key 
proposed by server 
for validation) 


Cancel (press key 
proposed by server for 
cancellation) 


Server process 


Issue a direct debit 
instruction (ticket 
including date and 
time of instruction, 
date and parking end 
time required, 
amount of charge to 
be debited and the 
relevant ID) 


Release resources 


Server 
response 


Confirm end time and 
the direct debit 
amount and invite to 
hang up 


Confirm cancellation 
and invitation to hang 
up 




User action 


Hang up 


Server process 


Release resources 
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^'English Translation of the amended sheets of International 
Preliminary Report" 

CLAIMS 

!• A process for managing the payment of parking 
charges in a given geographical area for a user (10) of 
at least one vehicle (13), characterised in that it 
includes the following stages: 

- the user goes to an approved point to subscribe 
to a virtual pay and display service where he completes 
a subscription form, where he provides particulars of 
his bank account, and where he receives an ID in two 
parts: on the one hand a sticker (11) comprising an 
optical code, on the other a secret hidden code; 

- he uncovers his secret code, 

- he affixes the sticker (11) to the windscreen of 
a said vehicle (13). 

- when said user (10) parks a said vehicle at a 
location within a geographical area covered by the 
virtual time pay and display service, he keys in on a 
telephone terminal (14) a pre-set telephone server (15) 
access number, he authenticates himself with this 
server (15) by giving a coded ID corresponding to the 
optical code, and he keys in the secret code, he 
indicates the prospective parking, end time, and he 
validates his instruction. 

2. A process according to claim 1, wherein the 
user programs another parking end time by accessing the 
telephone server (15) , by keying in its pre-set access 
number. 

3, A process according to claim 1, wherein the 
user requests, by mail, certification of his payment- 
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^'English Translation of the amended sheets of International 
Preliminary Report 

4. A process according to claim 1, wherein the 
optical code is a bar code. 

5. A process according to claim 1, wherein the 
user receives an ID in the form of a voucher (20) in 
two parts, the first (21) forming the sticker, the 
second (22) containing the secret code. 

6. A process according to claim 5, wherein the 
sticker is a self-adhesive sticker, 

?• A process according to claim 3, wherein the 

sticker is made of a material, such that the user can 

insert it into a transparent pocket fixed on the 
windscreen of a said vehicle, 

8. A process according to claim 5, wherein the 
secret code is a secret scratch code on the second part 
of the voucher. 

9. A process according to claim 1, wherein the 
official responsible for verifying the correct payment 
of the parking charges uses an optical reader to read 
the optical code applied on the windscreen of a 
vehicle, and wherein this reading is transmitted by 
means of a mobile telephone to the telephone server 
which verifies the payment of the parking charge for 
the ID concerned. 

10. A process according to claim 9, wherein a 
signal emitted by the mobile telephone warns the 
official in the event of invalid parking. 
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'^English Translation of the amended sheets of International 
Preliminary Report" 

11. A process according to claim 10, wherein the 
signal emitted is an optical signal or a sound signal. 

12. A voucher for the payment of parking charges, 
characterised in that it includes two parts, the first 
(21) forming a sticker comprising an optical code, the 
second (22) containing a secret code. 

13. A voucher according to claim 12, wherein the 
optical code is a bar code. 

14. A voucher according to claim 12, wherein the 
sticker is a self-adhesive sticker. 

15. A voucher according to claim 12, wherein the 
sticker is made of a material such that it may be 
inserted into a transparent pocket fixed on the 
windscreen of a vehicle. 

16. A voucher according to claim 12, wherein the 
secret code is a secret scratch code. 
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Declaration 

We (I) hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 119 (e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below. 



(Application Number) (Filing Date) 



(Application Number) (Filing Date) 

We (I) hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §120 of any United States application(s), or § 365(c) of any PCT 
International application designating the United States, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of 
this application is not disclosed in the prior United States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first 
paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 
CFR § 1.56 which became available between the filing date of prior application and the national or PCT International filing 
date of this application. 

Status (pending, patented. 
Application Serial No. Filmg Date abandoned) 




And we (I) hereby appoint : William L. Mathis, Registration Number ],.7.,33.,7; Robert S, Swecker, Registration Number 
19.885^ Platon N. Mandros, Registration Number Benton S. Duffett Jr., Registration Number22,fi2P; Norman H. 

Stepno, Registration Number 22.11 6: Ronald L. Grudziecki, Registration Number_24^0; Frederick G. Michaud Jr, 
Registration Number 26.003; Alan E. Kopecki, Registration Number 25.813 : Regis E. Slutter, Registration Numbei;26^9; 
Samuel C. Miller III, Registration Number 22,i60i. Robert G. Mukai, Registration Number.28,53J ; George A. Hovanec, Jr. 
Registration Number 25^223; James A. Labarre, Registration Numbe r 28,632jJ E. Joseph Gess, Registration Numbg r28,510;_ 
R. Danny Huntington, Registration Number 27,903; Eric H. Weisblatt, Registration Number,3Q,.5M;. James W. Peterson, 
Registration Number ^6,45:24- Teresa Stanek REA, Registration Number 30,427^ Robert E. Krebs, Registration Number 
25,885; William C. Rowland, Registration Number 30.888; T. Gene DillaEuntyTRegistration Numb er 25.423 : Patrick C. 
Keane, FLegistration Number 32,858; B ruce J. Boggs, Jr. Registration Number 32,344; William H. Benz, Registration 
NumberJ21952; Peter K. Skif^Registetion Number 31,917; Richard J. McGrathTKegistration Numb er 29.195: Matthew 
L. Schneider, Registration NumberJUH; Michael G. Savage, Registration Number 32,596; G erald F. Swiss, Registration 
Numb er 30,11 3; Michael J. Ure, Registration Numbe r 33.089; Charles F. Wieland III, Registration Numbe r 33.096: B ruce 
T. Wieder, Registration Number 33 ,815; Todd R. Walters, Registration Number 34,040[ Ronni S. Jillions, Registration 
Number JXiSl?; Harold R. Brown HI, Registration Number 36,341; A llen R. Baum, Registration Number. 36,086; Steven 
M. Du Bois, Registration NumberJ[5J123; Brian P. O'Shaughnessy, Registration Number 32J42; Kenneth B. Leffler, 
Registration Number 3£jn5-and Fred W. Hathaway, Registration Number_32^236j)ur (my) attorneys, with full powers of 
substitution and revocation, to prosecute this application and to transact all business in the Patent Office connected 
therewith; and we (I) hereby request that all correspondence regarding this application be sent to the firm of3URNS, 
DLQME. SJ\^ECKE& LLP, whose post Office Address is : 1737 King Street MOD. Akxandxia^^Vir-g-inia 

22314-2727., 

We (I) declare that all statements made herein of our (my) own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true ; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, imder Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such wilful false statements may jeopardise the validity of the application or any patent issuing 
thereon. 
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WE (I) the undersigned inventor(s), hereby declare(s) that : 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name, 

We (I) believe that we are (I am) the original, first, and joint (sole) inventor(s) of the subject matter which is claimed and 
for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

PROCESS FOR MANAGING THE PAYMENT OF PARKING CHARGES, VALIDATION 
VOUCHER AND VERIFICATION TERMINAL FOR THIS PAYMENT 

the specification of which 

□ is attached hereto. 
[~l was filed on 

as Application Serial No. 

and amended on 
13 was filed as PCX mtemational application 

Number PCT/FROO/02178 

on July 28, 2000 

and was amended imder PCX Article 19 
on May 21, 2001 

We (I) hereby state that we (I) have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including 
the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

We (I) acknowledge the duty to disclose information known to be material to the patentability of this application as defined 
in Section 1.56 of Xitle 37 Code of Federal Regulations. 

We (I) hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) or § 365 (b) of any foreign application(s) for 
patent or inventor's certificate, or § 365 (a) of any PCX International application which designated at least one country other 
than the United States, listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or 
inventor's certificate, or PCX International application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is 
claimed. Prior Foreign Application (s) 

Priority 

Application No. Country Day/monthATear Claimed 

99 09945 FRANCE 30 JULY 1999 Kl YES QNO 

Dyes Dno 

Dyes Dno 



